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THE ecotourism potential of
Wang Kelian, Perlis, has drawn a
financial con’poration into a
three-year commitment focused
on enyironmental conservation
and community empowerment.

In December 2024, Manulife
Malaysia partnered with Jane
Goodall's Roots and Shoots
Malaysia to launch the initiative
with the rehabilitation of 10km
of the Denai Warisan trail.

The trail is part of a scenic
nature and heritage route near
the Malaysia-Thailand border,
winding through limestone hills,
caves and forested landscapes.

Since then, the programme
has broadened to include
strengthening local livelihoods

through targeted skills develop-

ment, alongside the recent intro-
duction of a financial education
component.

Manulife Holdings Bhd group
chief executive officer Vibha
‘Coburn said the first year of the
programme focused on volun-
teer engagement, capacity build-
ing, local livelihoods and biodi~
versity conservation.

Coburn, who is also Manulife

Malaysia chief executive officer,

said the volunteer engagement

involved hands-on conservation

and community participation
for trail maintenance, citizenr
science biodiversity surveys,
visual storytelling, creative
placemakmg, and ecotourism-
asset mapping.
. “Capacity building was o
centred on practical, on- the-job
skills development in guiding,
ecotourism operations, pro-
gramme design and business
planning, supported by training,
industry exposure, benchmark-
ing visits and cross-border
learning exchanges.

“The initiative also prioritised
local hiring and sustainable
livelihoods through custodian-
ship of Denai Warisan, expanded
tour operations, diversified wild-
life experiences, improved guid-

ing and business skills, as well as

the creation of paid conservation
and maintenance roles.”

- The biodiversity surveys also
generated long-term data that

could support conservatlon .
planning, strengthen collabora-
tion with government agencies
and contribute towards the
Unesco Global Geopark submis-
sion requirements, Coburn said
at a media briefing session in
Wang Kelian.

She said Manulife was dedi-
cated to protecting the environ-
ment while fostering sustainable
economic opportunities for the
local community to thrive.

“We hope the younger genera-
tion will have the resources and
prospects they need to build

- |
Conservatlon com' |
walking hand in hanc

Firm's plan to improve livelihoods in Wang Kelian
includes ecotourism boost, financial training

-~ Wang Kellahs Denai Warisan neariﬁe Perlis-Thai border has high eco-tourism potential thanks to its limestone
and forest landscape wrth caves, waterfalls and biodiversity. — Courtesy photos

their future in their hometown.”

No conservation effort could
be sustained, she said, without
community empowerment.

“That is why we invested not
only in restoring the environ-
ment but also in building capa-
bilities, training residents in
entrepreneurship and equipping
them with nature-guiding skills
to help them turn ecotourism
into meaningful livelihoods.

“We also recognised the
importance of digital inclusion
and donated refurbished laptops
to help bridge the technology
gap for students, entrepreneurs
and families,” she said.

She added that these small
steps would have lasting impact
in supporting economic mobility,
education and long-term
resilience.

Another essential pillar of
empowerment is financial
literacy, which Manulife is intro-
ducing through its Ringgit Smart
programme.

Coburn said Ringgit Smart was
designed to equip underserved
communities with thed'unda- 1
mentals of money management,

namely hudgeurég. saving, finan-
cial ding life-

p
long healthy habrts,

It was modelled after the
award-winning Peso Smart pro-
gramme in the Philippines.

“When people understand
how to manage money, they are
better equipped to support their
families, pursue education, start
businesses and sustain initia-
tives like those in Wang Kelian.

“Around the world, house-
holds are navigating rising costs,
complex financial choices and a
rapidly changing economy.

“Financial literacy empowers
them with clarity and confi-
dence,” said Coburn.

‘Manulife (Global) Asia com-
munity investment lead Krishna
Mistry said Peso Smart was
developed with communities in
the Philippines.
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Coburn: Small ‘steps will have
lasting impact in supporting
economic mobility, education,

“Tt was uutially a programme
to help schoolgoers develop -
financial literacy skills, which
has now evolved to include pro-

-8 grammes for youth and adults,

emphasising the importance of
ancial

“Over the years, we have

refined the programme, inte-
learnings and partici-

pant feedback to ensure our
communities are developing the
skills they need and having the
best possible experience,” she
said, adding that there had been
positive feedback from the par-
ticipants.

The Ringgit Smart pilot project

- with the Wang Kelian communi-
. tyis scheduled to run over five

separate weeks from January to

May.

 “Participants will undergo two
~ hours of learning each week,
-comprising a one-hour virtual
by a Manulife
employee and agent volunteers
based in Kuala Lumpur, fol-
lowed by a one-hour in-person
tutorial.

“The face-to-face sessions are
designed to reinforce under-
standing through discussion and.
real-life examples.

“Each week will focus on a dif-
ferent topic, ranging from finan-

~ cial goal-setting and debt reduc-

tion to budgeting, saving and
investing,” said Krishna.

She said the programme
would also incorporate baseline
assessments, ongoing monitor-
ing and feedback collection to
ensure continuous improvement
and measurable outcomes.

Forest rangers
explaining
markings on
trees during a
walk along
Denai Warisan.
Manulife’s
commitment in
Wang Kelian
focuses on
environmental
conservation
and community
empowerment.




