Celebrating rewilding |n|t|at|ves path to urban forest‘protecﬂon

GREEN group Free Tree Society
(FTS) hosted a celebration at
Bukit Bandaraya Community
Centre in Kuala Lumpur to :
mark the upcoming gazettement
of the 5ha Pulai Trail urban
forest.

The event brought together
residents, local school leaders,
partner organisation and
volunteers to recognise the
milestone for the community-
driven rewilding initiative to-
enhance green corridors
between the Pulai Trail urban
forest and nelghbourhood i
spaces in

The announcement of the
gazettement was made in
Parliament by then | mimster in
the Prime Minister’s D nent

(Federal Territories), Datuk Seri

Dr Zaliha Mustafa last August.

The deds:on follows years of
advoca glcal reporﬂng
and st ed by FTS,
which furmally apphed for the
forest’s protection in 2024.

It was au'udflstepinsecur ’
ing permanent legal protection
for this remnant g:'lhnary and
secondary forest where

researchers had identified three e

newMa]aysmnftmgi.P’lSsaldm
amedia statement.

% good news, FTS shared p

logical studies and continuous

As attendees revelled in tf}e

progress and ‘updates and ga

ecological gardemng at homes,
schools and community areas,

directly benefitting local wﬂdllfe

0ver 1,700 trees, shrubs and
epiphym have been plantedat
Pulai Trail, with numerous eco-

engagement with local autho

5y over&giﬂ

To date, FTS has given away
 plants and trained
ore than 78,000 environmental
stewards.
In her speech, FTS general
manager Carolyn Lau said, “It's
the community that is key to
b ecological connectors.
“It’s early days to seed this
movement, but we have been
inspired by the enthusiasm and

\pion re

sup ort from commumty leaders
toc =5

_The Py Pulai
Trail urban
forest area
in Bangsar
provides the
- public
access to

~ biodiversity
in the city.

“Pm looking forward to seeing
our landscapes come alive with

“birdsong and butterflies.”

Also present at the event was
Le Pantai MP and
Communications Minister Datuk
Fahmi Fadzil, who has been an
active supporter of the initiative
since 2019.

FTS said over the last 18
months, it had distributed 2,771
native trees an plants across

the ecological connector.

eorganisation also hosted

stewardship workshops
marked out newly planted
areas!vza the Bangsar Ecological
Connector Map.

Its social media channels share
forest stewardship knowledge
spotlighting native species and
mspmng residents to participate

)an biodiversxty restora-
on.

These eﬁorls have strength
ened habitat connectivity,
improved wildlife-friendly
streetscapes and expanded com-
munity pamcipation in urhan
biodiversity.

Citizen science activities fur-

ther empowered residents to

~ monitor bird and butterfly popu-

lations, helping track ecological
improvements over time, FTS
added. g

' The Pulai Trail Urhan Forest
and Bangsar Ecolo’gical
Connector community pro-
grammes are supported by the
Global Environment Facility
(GEF) Small Grants Programme
under United Nations
Development Programme and
corporate sponsors, and in part-
nership with residents associa-
tions, schools and community

__groups across Lembah Pantai.




