Geopark packages to boost Sarawak tourism
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KUALA LUMPUR: Tourism

Malaysxa is intensifying efforts to
position Sarawak as a must-visit

destination for Visit Malaysia
2026 (VM2026) through the launch
of the Sarawak Delta Geopark
Tourism Packages Volume 2.
Tourism Malaysia deputy direc-
tor-general (Promotions II) Lee
Thai Hung said the initiative
reflects the agency’s commitment
to promoting meaningful, sus-
tainable and culturally rich travel
experiences ahead of VM2026.
“The launch of this second edi-

tion marks another milestone in

bringing Sarawak closer to travel-
lers’ hearts through experiences
that showease culture, adventure,
nature, gastronomy and festi-
vals,” he said at the launch of
Sarawak Delta Geopark Volume 2
here yesterday.

He described the 31125q km
Sarawak Delta Geopark as “one of
Malays1as truly remarkable hid-
den gems”, highlighting its dra-
matic geologlcal features and her-
itage-rich landscape spanning
Kuching, Bau and Padawan.
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He noted that the first volume
of the geopark packages received

strong interest, paving the way

for 42 new itineraries curated by
13 travel agencies to further

- expand the destination’s appeal.

The packages include guided
trails to ancient rock formations
and fossil sites, firefly-rich man-
grove areas, village Visits high-
lighting Malay, Bidayuh and
Chinese cultures, and hands-on
activities that capture Sarawak’s

warm hospitality.

“These experiences reflect pre-
cisely what modern travellers are

looking for, which are authentici-
ty, sustainability and compelhng

storytelling,” Lee said.

~ He emphasised that Sarawak is
moving beyond | traditional pro-
motion by focusing on more pro-
found wvisitor engagement
through ¢ commumty involvement,
cultural immersion and environ-
mentally responsible tourism.

Lee sa1d this approach posi-
e ponsv Sarawak not ]ust'as

national tourism industry. :
Lee expressed confidence that
the Sarawak Delta Geopark is on
track to join the Unesco Global
Geopark network in 2026, making
it Malaysia’s third after Lahgkaw1
and Kinabalu.
. “We are committed to prOtect—

* ing our natural treasures, empow-

ering local communities and
offering visitors journeys that
connect them with the very
essence of Malaysia,” he said.




